
Preface

This is a dictionary of advanced Japanese grammar, a companion volume 
to A Dictionary of Basic Japanese Grammar (1986) and A Dictionary of 
Intermediate Japanese Grammar (1995). More than two decades have 
passed since we began this grammar dictionary project. During that time we 
have received numerous comments from our readers, many of whom kindly 
encouraged us to write a third volume. And here it is as the final volume in 
the set.
 This book is designed for students and teachers of advanced-level Japa-
nese. After examining upper-level textbooks, reference books, and our own 
teaching materials, we have collected some 230 main entries which we 
believe to be highly important grammatical items for advanced Japanese 
learners. As in the previous dictionaries, we have provided detailed expla-
nations for each item and have included comparisons with synonymous 
items (approximately 430 items in all). The writing tasks were shared be-
tween us with each of us preparing first drafts of half of the items which 
we then exchanged for comments. Our second drafts were reviewed by The 
Japan Times editors and, following that, the final draft was completed.
 There is one important difference between this volume and the pre-
ceding ones, however. For both DBJG and DIJG we wrote the example 
sentences ourselves, but for this volume we have also used the Internet as 
a resource in collecting and creating sentences which reflect natural usage. 
In situations where it is common practice, we use kanji. For the reader’s 
convenience, pronunciations are provided in hiragana for characters defined 
as levels 1 and 2 in the Japanese Language Proficiency Test (Nihongo-
noryoku-shiken) except for those kanji which are regularly introduced in 
beginning- and intermediate-level textbooks.
 We are clearly indebted to the many scholars and teachers whose works 
are referenced here. In addition to them, there are a number of individuals 
we wish to acknowledge. Foremost, we thank Chiaki Sekido, The Japan 
Times editor. We are deeply grateful for her thorough and critical reading 
of our drafts, for her numerous constructive comments on them, and for 
her tireless effort in preparing this volume for publication. We thank Sarah 
Harris, the English editor, for patiently transforming our English in the first 
draft to make it more natural. In addition, we owe a great deal to Sharon 
Tsutsui, who read the galley proofs carefully and critically and helped us to 
improve the readability of the final version. Our thanks go to our colleagues 
at Princeton University and the University of Washington, who kindly 
answered our questions about the naturalness of the example sentences, 
and also to our students, who used the early versions of some of the entries 
in class and gave us valuable feedback. Finally, we express our sincere 



gratitude to our wives, Yasuko and Sharon, who have been so helpful in 
every possible way during the seven years of this project. 
 Completing A Dictionary of Advanced Japanese Grammar was not 
an easy task to say the least. We are very pleased that we are now able to 
dedicate this volume to those students and teachers around the globe who 
are studying and teaching Japanese language with unceasing enthusiasm. 
Our sincere hope is that this dictionary will be a useful tool in their 
endeavors.

Spring 2008
Seiichi Makino
Michio Tsutsui
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To the Reader

This dictionary consists of the following parts:

A. Grammatical Terms contains brief explanations or informal definitions 
of the grammatical terms used in this book. If readers find that they are 
not familiar with these terms, it is suggested that they read this section 
first.

B. Special Topics in Advanced Japanese Grammar discusses selected 
topics: Adjectives in Japanese; Interpretation of “N1 no N2”; Politeness 
and Formality in Spoken and Written Language; Rhetorical Questions; 
Metaphors in Japanese; and Number Marking. The section introduces 
readers to a number of important concepts with which they should be 
familiar in order to improve their reading, writing and speaking skills.

C. Main Entries constitutes the core of this volume. Each entry is organized 
as follows:

 ①  [entry name]: Each entry is given in romanized spelling followed 
by its hiragana version. Entries are alphabetically ordered based on 
their romanized spellings.

 ② [part of speech]: Each entry is followed by its part of speech.
 ③ [usage restriction]: <s> or <w> is provided when the entry item is 

used only in spoken Japanese or only in formal written Japanese 
and formal speeches, respectively.

① [entry name]　　　② [part of speech]　　　③ [usage restriction]

⑦ ◆Key Sentence(s)

⑧ Formation

⑨ Examples

⑩ Note(s)

⑪【Related Expression(s)】

④ [meaning / function]
⑤ [English counterpart(s)]

⑥ [related expression(s)]



[�]

 ④ [meaning / function]: The basic meaning or function of the entry 
item is given in the box below the entry name.

 ⑤ [English counterpart(s)]: English expressions equivalent to the entry 
item are given to the right of the box.

 ⑥ [related expression(s)]: Items which are semantically related to 
the entry item are listed as【REL. aaa; bbb; ccc】. Expressions 
in plain type like aaa are explained in the entry under【Related 
Expression(s)】(⑪). Expressions in bold type like ccc contain 
comparisons to the entry item under【Related Expression(s)】for 
ccc.

 ⑦ ◆Key Sentence(s): Key sentences present typical sentence patterns 
in frames according to sentence structure. The elements that form 
the sentence patterns are printed in red and the elements which 
commonly occur with them are printed in bold-faced type.

 ⑧ Formation: The word formation rules / connection forms for each 
item are provided with examples. The entry elements are printed in 
red.

 ⑨ Examples: Example sentences are provided for each entry.
 ⑩ Note(s): Notes contain important points concerning the use of the 

item.
 ⑪ 【Related Expression(s)】: Expressions which are semantically close 

to the entry item are compared and their differences are explained.

  (⇨aaa (DBJG/DIJG: 000-000)) in Note(s) and Related Expression(s) 
indicates that the item which was referred to (i.e., aaa) is explained on 
pp. 000-000 of the companion volumes: A Dictionary of Basic Japanese 
Grammar (DBJG) or A Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar 
(DIJG).

D. Indexes provides both a Japanese index and an English index. The Japa-
nese index includes the main entries, the items explained in Related 
Expression(s), and the items covered in A Dictionary of Basic Japanese 
Grammar and in A Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar. The 
English index includes the English counterparts of the main entry items.


